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The antitrust laws of the United States prohibit agreements, combinations and conspiracies in restraint 
of trade.  Because UWB ALLIANCE and other trade and professional associations are, by definition, 
combinations of competitors, one element of a possible antitrust violation is always present, and only an 
action by the association that unreasonably restrains trade needs to occur for there to be an antitrust 
violation.  Consequently, associations are common targets of antitrust plaintiffs and prosecutors.  UWB 
ALLIANCE members should avoid discussing certain subjects when they are together. While there is an 
important exception to the antitrust laws that permits competitors to come together to influence 
legislation and regulations, as a general rule, please adhere to the following guidelines: 
 
PRICING: DO NOT DISCUSS OR EXCHANGE INFORMATION ON PRICES OR ANY PRICE-RELATED 
ASPECT OF COMPETITION. 

• Do not discuss prices, fees or rates, or features that can impact (raise, lower or stabilize) prices such 
as discounts, costs, terms and conditions of sale, warranties, or profit margins. 

• Do not personalize any discussion about payment rates, i.e., “this payment is not enough for me.” 
 
COMPETITORS: AVOID JOINT ACTION THAT WOULD DISCRIMINATE AGAINST OR 
DISADVANTAGE A COMPETITOR. 

• Do not exchange data concerning fees, prices, production, sales, bids, costs, customer credit, or 
other business practices unless the exchange is made pursuant to a well-considered plan that has 
been approved by UWB ALLIANCE’s legal counsel. 

 
CUSTOMERS AND SUPPLIERS: REFRAIN FROM ANY ACTIVITY THAT HAS THE APPEARANCE OF 
DIVIDING UP MARKETS, AGREEING TO CONTROL PRODUCTION, OR JOINTLY DISCRIMINATING 
AGAINST CERTAIN CUSTOMERS AND SUPPLIERS. 

• Do not discuss your customers with your competitors. 
• Do not discuss or implement a plan to boycott any public program or another entity – this is not 

protected by the exception that permits competitors to influence legislation and regulations. 
 
GOVERNMENT RELATIONS: ENSURE LOBBYING EFFORTS ARE DESIGNED TO ACHIEVE 
GOVERNMENT ACTION AND NOT MERELY INJURE COMPETITION. 

• Do ensure any government relations activity benefits the industry writ large. 
 

RECORDS: KEEP SIMPLE AND ACCURATE RECORDS. 
• Do use language that is clear, simple, and accurate, avoid speculation about the legality of specific 

conduct, and avoid language that may arouse suspicion.  
• Do limit the creation of records that are not necessary for business or legal purposes. 
• Do not retain records longer than necessary for business or legal purposes. 

 



MEETINGS: PREPARE AND FOLLOW AN AGENDA AND AVOID DISCUSSION OF SENSITIVE 
INFORMATION. 

• Do create an agenda that antitrust counsel can review, and attempt to follow that agenda as closely 
as possible, and have counsel approval of significant deviations 

• Do avoid discussion of topics that deviate from the agenda unless approved by counsel, as well as 
other competitively sensitive information.  

• Do keep accurate meeting minutes that can be reviewed by counsel before circulation. 
 
STANDARD SETTING ORGANIZATION: USE THE RAND/FRAND MODEL OF LICENSING  

• Do ensure that participation in any standards development is done in a fair and transparent manner. 
• Do make sure that any essential patent that is being used in a standard or specification is licensed 

using the RAND/FRAND model. 
 

REPORTING: REPORT ANY SUSPECTED ANTITRUST VIOLATIONS IMMEDIATELY 
• Do ensure that if questions arise about the legal aspects of UWB ALLIANCE’s activities or your 

individual responsibilities under the antitrust laws, you seek advice and counsel from your own 
counsel or from the staff and counsel of UWB ALLIANCE. 

 
 


